
Reaction Essay 
A Letter on Justice and Open Debate 
As you likely know, the phrase “cancel culture” is inherently controversial and arguably disputable. Some people believe it’s real; others believe it’s not real. The debate is currently swirling, and it’s becoming heated. According to Merriam Webster’s online dictionary, the expression “cancel culture” refers to “the popular practice of withdrawing support for (i.e., “canceling”) public figures and companies after they have done or have said something considered objectionable or offensive.” The definition also mentions that it’s “generally discussed as being performed on social media in the form of group [or public] shaming.” Other definitions contain subtle differences; however, that’s the general idea. 
In this assignment, you’ll carefully examine, fully digest, and thoughtfully consider the letter’s content. Though only three paragraphs in length, the letter is dense and academic. Once your grasp on its implications is tight, you’ll construct a three-page reaction. MLA format. To be clear, this is not an expository essay—nor is it an argumentative essay. It’s also not a summary. You’ll instead provide your thoughts and opinions on the letter’s suggestions. You may categorically agree—or you may categorically disagree. You may be on board with certain elements, while taking issue with others. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please avoid reading articles and tweets about the letter. Stay clear of videos that address it. I cannot emphasize this enough. Dodge anything that might sway your view one way or another. This reaction essay, after all, is intended to be diagnostic.  
Grading Guide and checklist 
The essay’s heading should be consistent with MLA formatting. Use Times New Roman (size 12) or Garamond (size 12) only. Also, the essay should have page numbers consistent with MLA formatting. Be sure to double space successively, and the essay’s margins should be one inch all the way around. 
1. Format: Title, Headers, Font, Page Numbers, Spacing, and Margins. Overall Consistency/Aesthetic Consistency. 28 Points 
2. Effort: Overall Energy and Devotion. 5 Points 
3. Structure: Strong Opening Paragraph, Sound Grammar. Spelling Mechanics, and Usage. Maintains One Point of View Throughout. Concluding Paragraph Echoes Opening Paragraph. 30 points 
4. Content: Fulfills Specific Expectations in Prompt. Displays Logical Assertions Throughout. Smooth Transition Among Paragraphs. 19 Points 
 


 





